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EARTHQUAKE EXPERT TO SPEAK
AT UNIVERSITY ON WEDNESDAY

MISSOULA—
Dr. Don Tocher of San Francisco, Calif., director of the Earthquake Mechanism Labora
tory for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, U.S. Department of Commerce,
will present two free public lectures

on earthquake phenomena at the University of

Montana on Wednesday (Nov. 17).
Ilis general lecture, entitled "Fault Creep - the Release of Strain Energy without
Earthquakes," is scheduled for 7:30 n.m. in room 131 of the 11M Science Complex.
At 3

p.m.

on Wednesday he will present an informal seminar on "Strain 'Measurements

in the Aleutian Islands" in room 304 of the Science Complex.
Dr. Tocher is internationally known for his work on the mechanism of fault displace
ment, which in many instances is associated with earthouakes.
His principal investigations have dealt with elastic

strain that is stored un in

rocks prior to release in a seismic event, and the fault creep conditions in which stres^
is more or less continuously relieved without the generation of significant ground vibra
tions.

During the

past few years Dr. Tocher has been directly involved in problems of

earthquake prediction.
Dr. Tocher is visiting in Missoula under the auspices of the Visiting Scientist
Program in Geophysics of the American Geophysical Union.
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